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SUB J : INDIA-SRI LANKA BOUNDARY AGREEMENT 

1. INDIA, AND WE UNDERSTAND FROM PRESS REPORTS ALSO 

SRI LANKA, RELEASED THE TEXT OF THE INDIA-SRI LANKA BOUNDARY 
AGREEMENT JULY 23. PLOTTING THE COORDINATES LISTED IN THE 
AGREEMENT, WE FIND THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES APPEAR TO HAVE 
SIMPLY DRAWN A MEDIAN LINE IN PALK BAY, FROM ADAMS BRIDGE TO 
THE PALK STRAIT. THE FORMERLY DISPUTED ISLAND OF KACHCHATIVU 
FALLS ON THE SRI LANKA SIDE. 

2. THE AGREEMENT PROVIDES FOR "SOVEREIGNTY AND EXCLUSIVE 
JURISDICTION AND CONTROL OVER THE WATERS, THE ISLANDS, THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF AND THE SUBSOIL THEREOF" FALLING ON EACH 
SIDE OF THE LINE. INDIAN FISHERMEN AND PILGRIMS GET ACCESS 
WITHOUT TRAVEL DOCUMENTS TO KACHCHATIVU, AND INDIAN AND 
CEYLONESE VESSELS "WILL ENJOY IN EACH OTHER'S WATERS SUCH 
RIGHTS AS THEY HAVE TRADITIONALLY ENJOYED THEREIN." 
EXPLOITATION OF ANY PETROLEUM OR OTHER MINERAL DEPOSITS 
STRADDLING THE BOUNDARY WILL BE DECIDED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT. 

3. THE INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, IN PLACING THE AGREEMENT 
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OF THE AGREEMENT. "IT WOULD BE WRONG TO SEE THIS AGREEMENT 
AS A VICTORY NKR ONE SIDE OR THE OTHER. BOTH COUNTRIES HAVE 
GAINED AS A RESULT OF THE AGREEMENT.... A POTENTIAL MAJOR 
IRRITANT IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. ..HAS NOW 
BEEN REMOVED...." 

4. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT FROM THE MILITANT NATIONALIST JANA 
SANGH, THE SOCIALISTS AND THE DMK, WHICH GOVERNS THE STATE 
OF TAMIL NADU. ALL CLAMORED AGAINST THE AGREEMENT WHEN IT 
WAS PLACED BEFORE THEM. THEY REITERATED THE INDIAN CLAIM TO 
KACHCHATIVU AND CHARGED THAT THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT CEDE A 
PORTION OF INDIAN TERRITORY SIMPLY BY EXECUTIVE AGREEMENT. 

THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT REPLY BUT PRESUMABLY WILL HAVE TO DO SO 
IN TIME. 

5. COMMENT: THE JANA SANGH HAS CHALLENGED THE AGREEMENT IN 
THE COURTS OF BOTH DELHI AND MADRAS AND NOW WILL SEEK TO 
CHALLENGE IT IN PARLIAMENT. THE GOVERNMENT IN THE MEANTIME 
HAS ITS AGREEMENT 

AND APPEARS WILLING TO WAIT TO SEE WHAT THE 

OPPOSITION CAN DO. THE GOVERNMENT HAS THE VOTES IN PARLIAMENT 
TO LEGALIZE THE AGREEMENT THROUGH A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT, 
IF THE COURTS DECIDE THAT TO BE NECESSARY. KREISBERG 
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